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The terrain in the area or,,ind the lencccry of ~ bi'ang and the 
neighboring to>?n c-f Huis-ho cono£ts jf mountains, high dissected plateaus, 
rounded hills, valleys, &s,:d truxll plains. Labreag itself is located in 
the Stxk t, Quite broad Bang Chu valley at an elevation of £,500 feet) the 
aurronndins Mile ana. aountaias rise to hei„.. - of 11,000 to 13,000 
feet, xtie B&ng Chu flows through the valley bottca in cua easterly direction 
fted at regular intervale by i: joral loouatcda' until it reaches its 

Sanction with the ffa^hsia Ho approximately 20 fiile».<aas.t of Labrcag. 
Cultivate, terraces cover the gentler elopes of the volley and its tributaries 
To the north of the valley behind labrang is the barren, loess-eroded 

■■■ x . '■ ■ 

JWLevat plateau. Mountains composed of rod sandstone and deeply eroded 
loess hills enclose the valley to the south. Kent of Labrcng the Sang* Chu 

« ' • i • r | ' : - ■ > y 1,1 y • ■ 

valley constricts to a narrow opening between two ficahing mountain spurs. 
Beyond this defile the valley vid. .. again to form q. broad undulating plain. 
Formerly a marsh or bog in the .-a ports of the year, t lie valley at 


thin point ie being cultivated on 
l&at appears to be a etate-eperat 
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ia the hills couth of the 
are hare vith little or &. 


area represent a eixture of Chinese, Tibetan 
In addition to the Ga ia Xisa&sery of Labrang, 
ludihi at iaoaasteriea are encountered oa the 
y» The Chinese usually ay® found, clustered 
«y P^-^ne agricultural and ccsasrcial 
au'Oy a Chinese settlesseat, as undoubtedly l; 
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cv&se-cpsro'vcu. ~cr~a xn t. v;iJL ey v . !: of Lobraug. A nuntcr of named 

arc scattered c.« .' .'y.,£r&-i ..hills on the perimeter of the cultivated 
erea of the fsm. It is probate that these encampments and the as to elated herds 
are controlled by the fora seiageneat, Three types of acoada are found in 
the Labroag oxea: uioctens con bo identified by their typically black 
yak-hair tents resembling giant spider; squatting, on the turf; Jfohsrned ano 
coa be distinguished by their re nd .©it yurts; Mongol Buddhists are 
also encountered in the neigh ood. The inhospitable aouatainous areas 
to the north end south of the Enas Chu volley contain feu permanent 
settlements and are sparsely populated by nomadic types. 


«ie climate in the laorang area can be characterized, in general, as 
cold, rtn>, windy, and dusty, t t ..tietics for the area, other than scattered 
e^loa^vo* observations, ere not available; however, fairly reliable records 
£io& three weather stations located at comparable r eley§|ioas in the esse 
general vicintiy offer indications, of conditions around Labr ang . Data for 
the three stations wore taken from a Chinese Communist ellr'ntaio.rieai 


public. 


vasy ooth oniiuaUy and diumally. Monthly temperatures 

9 

iu freezing are experienced during the months of Move sb er 
and can occur as late as ICey end os early as September, 
ting trend begins in l&o:-.Harch early A pril re achin g 
F, in July and August dropping off sharply in nid-Octobc; 


that average 
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ia the sac period. Slurasl ^ particularly during the cx^-a 

range froa cold to elite .at to uccc^ortahly hot in the bright 


of El 


"»'* oSvioa „s concentrated in tie ouaaaep saoatbs, usually in the fora 


of afternoon. thunder ehotrera, reaching en aver Age tatal of throe ^ four 
inches i.or the tenths of July cud hugust, respectively, although go me rain 
sr snow is recorded in each isoseth of the year. Accsaqpaa ying the heavier 
su£22.&r rainfall is a greater h&ouut of cloud cover .than ia encountered in 

■the winter, I teaging hail&torsss .are sot uaconoon in the late fiumer eod 
esrly autuan. 

Availing vi ads apee; the north and northwest, having blown across 
barren end waterless wastes, arrive strong, gusty, and decicating. In winter 
tius pleiciug winds add to the disc oof cut of the low f oeperatures . Eie 
dust-laden desert winds fire also reapcusihle for depositing layer after 
layer o± wind-blown pcrtieles on the loese-covcrcd hills. 
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S§£eTED CIIRIATIC STATISTICS FOR H3I-HIMJ. 
IBK.H^vSi A?5 a/A-CilL^Llii^ 
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